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ALTAR SERVER'S PRAYER
Loving Father, Creator of the universe, you call your people to worship, to be with you and each other at Mass. Help me, for you have
called me also. Keep me prayerful and alert. Help me to help others in prayer. Thank you for the trust you’ve placed in me. Keep me
true to that trust. | make my prayer in Jesus' name, who is with us in the Holy Spirit. Amen.

DEFINITION OF ALTAR SERVER

It is a great privilege to serve at the Altar of our God. Our loving Savior becomes present on the Altar, just as He was at
the Last Supper. Therefore, servers have a solemn responsibility to do their assigned duties with dignity and reverence.

Our parish has Altar Servers (boys and girls), who start after their first communion and continue for as long as we can
keep them. All people (youth and adults) of good faith are welcome and those who think they may desire to serve are
encourages doing so. All that is required is a desire to serve at the Altar of Our Lord.

DRESS CODE FOR ALTAR SERVERS

Vestments — All youth altar servers will wear a robe and Alb as provided in the Server Closet. Please make sure
to have the appropriate robe fit and that the length reaches the top of your shoes. Please check your shoes for
mud and if possible, no flips flops.)

Cleanliness — please make sure your hair is combed and your face and hands are clean. There is a mirror in the
Server Room for your convenience. Rest rooms are near the southeast entrance and in the basement if needed/

Other — please do not wear anything that will make noise or will be distracting. NO electronic or mobile devices
—they can be left for safe keeping in the Server Closet.

ALTAR SERVER GUIDELINES

+ Please find a mentor and learn from them.

« Serve at every mass that you scheduled for or make arrangements to have someone cover the mass.

+ Arrive at least 15 minutes before the Mass starts to get dressed and make sure that the Altar is prepared.

+ Check to see that Altar is ready for Mass (candles are lit, bread, wine, water, towels, bowl, prayer book, and
any other sacramentals are in their proper place.) If not, notify Fr. or Sacristan.

+ Stay close to the priest, lectors, and anyone else who will be in the entrance procession.

+  Perform the duties assigned during the mass in the prescribed orderly manner. If two servers, decide “who
will do what.”

+ Be quiet and respectful when on the Altar, you are role models. Be attentive and respond immediately when
the priest asks for help. (if you are not doing something your hands should be folded in your lap).

+  Make sure that your robe and Alb is returned to the Server Closet and placed on a hangar the way you found
it or better.
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ENTRANCE PROCESSION Order :
1. After short prayer with Fr. and other ministers, the altar servers will line up in the following order:

Incensor and Incensor Boat — only used on special occasions and when used, these altar
servers will line up side by side and in front of the crucifix. When used, these altar servers
will start the procession.

Cross Bearer - Crucifix — volunteer to start the procession, Commented [AB1]: I've been calling this person the Cross
Bearer — please confirm and I'll change my notes.

Candles — two Altar Servers walk directly behind the Crucifix and walk side by side of each
other. If there is only one server and no cross bearer, you will carry in the crucifix.

Lectors behind altar servers
Deacon (if present) behind the Lectors
Celebrant (Fr. Felix) — final entrant.

2. Once the choir has begun to sing, the altar servers will begin the procession. Walk at a slow/normal
speed; do not rush or run down the aisle.

3. All servers will stop in front of the altar and line up next to one another and wait for Father to arrive
behind them. When Father bows, all altar servers bow with him. Father will proceed to the altar and
after he kisses the altar the servers will proceed up the steps and to the altar.

4. The Crucifix will go in the stand. The candles will be placed on the front corners of the altar. The
servers will go left and remain standing by their chairs.

We are ordering books with Step-by-Step Guidelines that will be available for all interested
Altar Server Ministry.



